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A wish for 2021 
For many, 2020 has been a year of tragedies, fear, sadness and grief. Covid-19 has affected our lives 
terribly. Human rights and fundamental freedoms have come under heavy stress worldwide. It will 
need an unprecedented effort to reverse this trend. We proudly take up this challenge to keep the 
Sakharov Community a beacon of hope, optimism, and trust in a better future. We wish you all a 
healthy and peaceful New Year! 
 
Belarusian democratic opposition awarded Lithuania's Freedom Prize 
18-12-2020: Lithuania’s parliament voted to award its annual Freedom Prize to the 2020 Sakharov 
Prize laureate, the Democratic Opposition in Belarus , as a symbol of support to their struggle against 
Lukashenko’s regime and their aspiration for freedom and democracy. The Lithuanian Parliament 
established the Freedom Prize in 2011 to honour individuals and organisations for their role in 
defending freedom and human rights in Eastern and Central European countries.  
 
Nasrin Sotoudeh leaves prison for short medical treatment 
08-01-2021: 2012 Sakharov Prize laureate Nasrin Sotoudeh  was allowed to leave prison for three 
days for medical treatment, her husband said. Nasrin suffers from chronic health issues, and was 
granted temporary releases for medical reasons in October and November 2020. Iran has faced 
international condemnation for its detention of lawyers and activists. At the October 2020 Human 
Rights Subcommittee meeting, Members of the European Parliament insisted on the EU stepping up 
efforts to secure Nasrin’s release.  
 
City of Brussels behind Saudi human rights defenders 
25-01-2021: The City of Brussels adopted imprisoned Saudi defenders Sakharov Prize laureate 2015 
Raif Badawi and Loujain Al-Hatloul. The decision steps up action of solidarity with endangered human 
rights defenders. Brussels is part of Amnesty International’s “Ville Lumières” network gathering cities 
and municipalities to defend freedoms, values and rights, which underpin democracy.  
 
EP reaffirms legitimacy of Juan Guaidó 
21-01-2021: In a resolution on Venezuela adopted on Thursday, MEPs call on the Council and EU 
Member States to recognise the constitutional continuation of the 2015 legitimate National Assembly 
of Venezuela and interim President Juan Guaidó. The European Parliament thus opposes the EU 
Foreign Ministers move to consider Guaidó merely as a “privileged interlocutor” for “working towards 
a democratic future for Venezuela”. 
 
Members condemn harassment of Cuban activists 
11-01-2021: A Statement signed by the Chair of the Delegation for relations with countries of Central 
America (DCAM), the Chair of the Foreign Affairs Committee David McAllister and European 
Parliament's Vice-President Heidi Hautala, condemned the harassment of Cuban activists, including 
2005 Sakharov Prize laureate Berta Soler, who were participating in a remote meeting in the 
European Parliament. The MEPs denounced the obstructions by the Cuban security services to prevent 
the participation of the activists in the meeting.  See DCAM Vice-Chair’s reaction in Twitter here.  
 
Mohamed Bouazizi, the iconic martyr of Tunisia’s Jasmine Revolution: 10 years on  
17-12-2020: A decade has passed since the self-immolation of 2011 Sakharov Prize laureate 
Mohamed Bouazizi, a 26-year-old Tunisian street vendor who set off mass protests in 2011. He set 
himself on fire in a city of central Tunisia in December 2010. His plight came to symbolise the injustice 
and economic hardship afflicting Tunisians. It inspired protests against poverty and political repression 
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in many countries of the Arab world. The “Jasmin Revolution” in Tunisia and pro-democracy protest 
movements in the Middle East and North Africa became known as the Arab Spring.  Watch Bouazizi’s 
sister interview here.  
 
Honduras: Guapinol activists remain imprisoned   
19-12-2020: At a court hearing in Tocoa, it was decided to uphold the pre-trial detention of the 
imprisoned Guapinol activists. The 2020 Sakharov Prize finalists had applied for a review of their 
status. They were imprisoned for having participated in a protest against Los Pinares mining project, 
which they consider dangerous for their environment. They have remained imprisoned for more than 
a year in harsh conditions, worsened by the vulnerability of prison facilities to the COVID 19 pandemic. 
Vice-President Heidi Hautala, MEP Tilly Metz and MEP Miguel Urban Crespo urged the Honduran 
authorities to release the activists and respect their right to fight peacefully for their land and rivers.  
 
Sakharov finalist Can Dündar sentenced to 27 years on terror charges  
23-12-2020: A Turkish court sentenced in absentia 2016 Sakharov Prize finalist Can Dündar, who lives 
in exile in Germany, on trumped-up espionage and terror-related charges. His lawyers said the verdict 
was politically motivated, and refused to attend the final hearing. German Foreign Minister Heiko 
Maas criticised the ruling as “a hard blow against independent journalistic work in Turkey”. Germany 
will not extradite Dündar to Turkey, even though the director for communications of the Turkish 
President said on Twitter Turkey expects its partners to accept the court’s decision and extradite him.  
2005 Sakharov Prize Laureate Reporters Without Borders ranks Turkey 154 out of 180 countries in 
its 2020 Press Freedom Index. 
 
Uganda arrests Sakharov Fellow Nicholas Opiyo on bogus charges  
22-12-2020: In a wave of arrests of civil society representatives ahead of the presidential elections,  
prominent human rights lawyer and LGBTQ+ activist Nicholas Opiyo, 2016 Sakharov Fellow, was 
arrested over alleged money laundering and related malicious acts. Opiyo, executive director of rights 
organisation Chapter Four Uganda, was detained along with three other lawyers and one human rights 
officer. Opposition figures say the charges against him are baseless. Opiyo was freed on bail on 
December 30 and his trial has been pushed to January 28. Follow the news about Opiyo’s trial here. 
 
EU urges China to free human rights activists including Ilham Tohti  
28-12-2020: The European External Action Service stated that the EU calls for the immediate release 
of lawyer and human rights activist LI Yuhan, as well as other human rights defenders detained in 
China, including 2019 Sakharov Prize laureate Ilham Tohti. Since her detention in October 2017, Li 
Yuhan has been subject to torture and ill treatment and her state of health is critical. 
 
Urgency resolutions 
During the January plenary session, the EP adopted urgency resolutions on China, Turkey, Vietnam. 
In China, around 50 Hong-Kong pro-democracy figures were arrested on 6 January for alleged 
violations of Hong Kong’s national security law. The EP called on the Hong Kong government to stop 
the practise of treating critics as threats to national security, and insisted they should be released 
immediately. It also called on the EU and its Member States to raise concerns urgently about the 
human rights issues in Hong Kong. In the resolution on Vietnam, MEPs strongly condemned the 
crackdown on freedom of expression, including the arbitrary criminalisation, harassment and 
censorship of persons and organisations who express themselves online. They called on the 
Vietnamese government to cease immediately the intimidation and prosecution of human rights 
defenders and all individuals engaged in the peaceful exercise of their right of freedom of expression, 
on and offline. In Turkey, the government took various measures in its response to the Covid-19 
pandemic and adopted several laws, including a law targeting and punishing journalists, academics, 
human rights defenders, politicians and prisoners of conscience who had exercised their right to 
freedom of expression. The EP condemns strongly the tendency in Turkey to charge activists on terror 
charges and demands the immediate release of prisoners of conscience, including Kurdish politician 
Selahattin Demirtas.  
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